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Francaise de Physique, a Member of the Society of
•Chemical Industry, and a Member of the American
Institute of Electrical Engineers. His loss is deplored
by a wide circle as that of an able, kindly, and cul-
tured friend. J. E. K.

EVELYN EDWARD PORTER received his early
•education at St. Mark's School, Windsor, and at Sher-
borne School. After a two years' course at the Crystal
Palace Company's School of Practical Engineering
he was for a short time a premium apprentice with
the Consolidated Telephone Construction and Main-
tenance Company, Ltd. He then took a laboratory
course of sugar analysis and obtained an appointment
on a sugar estate in the West Indies. In 1886 he was
appointed Manager to the China and Japan Telephone
Company and remained with that Company for about
n years ; during part of this period he also served
as Secretary to the Shanghai Electric Light Company.
In 1897 he founded the electrical contracting business
of E. E. Porter and Company, which was later, in
1905, converted into a limited company, Mr Porter
being appointed managing director, a pos.tion which
he held until his retirement in April 1910. He then
returned to England and lived at Weybridge, Surrey,
where he died on the 28th April, 1917, at the age of
53. He was elected an Associate of the Institution
in 1885 and a Member in 1893. W. S. D.

REUBEN MARCHANT SAYERS died on Christmas-
day, 1917, from typhoid fever. He was educated at
St. Paul's School, and was trained in electrical and
engineering work at the City and Guilds Institute,
South Kensington, of which he was a prominent
student. In 1897 he joined the firm of Messrs.
Clarke, Forde and Taylor as an assistant engineer,
and for 20 years was associated in the important
works which they have undertaken. It has been
the writer's privilege to have known Mr. Sayers
intimately for all those years, and it is not speaking
too highly of him to say that his ability and character
earned everyone's esteem, and the many letters
received are eloquent testimony to the regard felt
for him as an engineer and as a man who endeared
himself to all with whom he came in contact in the
course of his career His first work on submarine
cables was in connection with the laying of the Bermuda-
Turk's Island-Jamaica cabie in 1898, and in the
19 years following he led a busy life, acting as Chief
Assistant and afterwards (in 1910) when he became
a partner in the firm, on many cable-laying expeditions ;
amongst these may be mentioned the Pacific cable
and the laying of the following Commercial Companies'
cables : Fayal (Azores) and Canso (Nova Scotia),
Weston-super-Mare and Waterville (Ireland), New
York and Havana, diversion of Atlantic Cable lo
St. John's, N.F., extension of St. John's-Canso cable
to New York, and several successful deep-sea repairing
expeditions. He possessed abilities in such a marked
degree and was so earnest in all he undertook that he
will leave his mark on the calling he had chosen and for
which he was especially fitted by sound knowledge,
ability, and charm of manner He contributed a

number of papers on electrical subjects to the technical
journals, and quite recently attacked the difficult
problem of computing the depreciation of submarine
cables, his death depriving the industry of an important
paper on this subject. His services to the various
cable companies for whom he has acted have been
recognized in the fullest and most sympathetic way.
He was not a man who courted publicity, but the
amount of " spade work " that he did for his firm and
their clients is known to the writer, who cannot speak
too highly of one whose loss is deeply deplored by all.
•He joined the Institution as a Student in 1896, was
elected an Associate in 1898, and was transferred to
the class of Members in 1911. A.L P.

JOHN SCUDAMORE SELLON whose death at
the age of 81 took place on the 18th January, 1918,
in London, was born in 1836, fifth son of Captain William
Baker Sellon, R.N. At an early age he joined the
well-known business house of Johnson, Matthey & Com-
pany, assayers and refiners to the Bank of England and
Royal Mint, metallurgists, etc., founded by his uncle,
Percival Norton Johnson, in 1822. He played a pro-
minent part in the researches and industrial develop-
ments connected with the platinum and other groups
of rarer metals, with which the name of his firm is
closely associated; indeed the now numerous and
important commercial applications of platinum and
its allied metals may be said to be chiefly due to the
initiative and efforts of himself and his co-workers
George and Edward Matthey During the concluding
quarter of last century he also took an active share,
both in the fields of technical discovery and in-
dustrial development, in the then new sphere of
electrical engineering, and he was associated with Faure,
Brush, Swan, Lane-Fox, Volckmar, and others in
their early work on electric lighting and storage. He
married in 1858 Fanny Maria, daughter of Captain
Thomas Alexander Souter, 44th Regiment, who survives
him. He was elected an Associate of the Institution
in 1881 and a Member in 1885. R, P. S.

WILLIAM HENRY STONE, member of the first
class of the Imperial Japanese Order of the Rising
Sun and of the first class of the Imperial Japanese
Order of the Sacred Treasure, Commander of the Royal
Danish Order of Danncbrog, Adviser to the Japanese
Telegraph Administration, died on the 3rd June, 1917,
at his residence in Tokio, alter a short illness. He
was born on the 18th June, 1837, at Sligo, Ireland,
and went to Japan in 1872 to join the Japanese Tele-
graphs, and remained in the telegraph service until his
death, although in later years he had, owing to his very
advanced age, practically retired. He was elected an
Associate of the Institution in 1875 and a Member
in 1887. In 1884 he was awarded the Fahie premium
for a paper on " The Physiological Bearing of Electricity
on Health." I. N.

SIR JOHN WOLFE WOLFE-BARRY, K.C.B., who
died on the 23rd January, 1918, was elected a Member
of the Institution in 1901 and served on the Council
from 1902 to 1905. To the general public his name




